Transesophageal echocardiography in patients with mechanical circulatory assistance.
Transesophageal echocardiography was used to assess myocardial function and to detect complications after mechanical circulatory support for 8 patients with cardiogenic shock. In 3 of 8 patients, serial transesophageal echocardiography documented improvement of systolic ventricular function, and it was possible to wean these 3 patients from the ventricular assist device. In all patients, transesophageal echocardiography added clinically important information including the extent of left and right ventricular dysfunction (6 patients), presence of atrial or ventricular thrombus (5 patients), presence of pericardial effusion or clot (2 patients), and verification of the position of the intravascular device (1 patient). Thus, transesophageal echocardiography may provide clinically useful information regarding both the underlying cardiac disease and potential complications from the mechanical circulatory assistance.